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It has come to my attention that there is a proposal currently pending before the Supreme Court to
amend Civil Rule 71. The proposed Amendment would allow Judges to prevent attorneys from withdrawing
within 90 days of trial (among other things) in civil cases.  As stated in the disclosure statement, “this
proposal is supported by the Superior Court Judges Association (SCJA) with the stated purpose of: (a)
reducing judicial inconvenience, (b) avoiding disordered dockets, and (c) protecting pro se litigants from
undue prejudice. 

While the stated purposes above are valid, these concerns must be balanced against the interests of the
attorneys that will be forced to remain on a case they no longer than they wish. There are some attorneys
who would not be able to pay their rent if the Supreme Court were to adopt such a rule and would have a
particularly disparate impact on new attorneys.
 
In addition, this proposed rule will have significant impact to attorneys who practice family law, where the
judges are most likely to see pro se litigants at trial. This will have the unintended affect of attorneys
withdrawing well before the 90-day mark so as not to be subject to this rule, causing cases that could settle
during that time period, instead to go to trial, causing more docket congestion and more of the “disordered
dockets” the court is trying to protect against. As such this rule will not solve the problem, it will simply
make pro se parties, pro se sooner in the process.
 
I respectfully encourage the Court to reject this proposed rule change.
 
Respectfully,
 
Sophia M. Palmer
 

Sophia M. Palmer   |   Attorney at Law PH 253.777.4165   |
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